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expended on places such as Bunbury, Bussel-
ton, and Esperance, had lwen expended on
Albnny, Western Australia would be able to
point with pridle to one of the finest harbours
in the world with facilities seeond to none.

Hon. E. I Gray: T don’t think that man
ean have heen murh overseax or he would
not. write like that.

Hon. J. R. Brown: He must have been in
a rowing boat.

Hon, . STEWART: With a harbour
such as we can have construeted st Albany,
the Railway Depsriment shonld vun  the
wheat from the natural zones to Lhe nearest
ports. Tf that were done, then the wheat
wounld he drown from natural zones instead
of from railway zones, Under that system
industry  would he stimuolated at our
various ports. Under the present svstem
I koow that the Railway Department
has to send five train loads from Wagin
to Bunhury, whereas the traffic conld he
dealt with hy three train loads if the produce
we e sent to Alhany. That sort of thing is
not calenlated tn reduce the cost of prodne-
tion,

On mation by Hon, G. W, Miles, dehale
adjourned,

House adjonrined at 6.18 p.m.
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The SPEANWER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—ABORIGINES AND
POISON BAITS.

Mr. COVERLEY asked the Minister for
Agriculture: Has permission been granted
to any aboriginal in Kimberley to carrv
poison, or to lay poison baits; if so, how
many, and by whom are the ahorigines em-
ployed.

[ASSEMBILY.]

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied : If the question applies to the
period since the nmending Dog Act came in-
to operafion, it is impossible to reply with-
out reference to the various local protectors,
becanse it iz those officers who are em-
powered to issne the permnits referred to.
The Chief Protector has no knowledge of
any such permits having been issued.

QUESTION—COLD STORAGE,
SHIPSIDE.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Avrtenlture:  In view of the increasing
vilume and iniportance of fresh fruit ex-
port from Western Aunstralia, is it the in-
tention of the Government this vear to pro-
vide shipside cold storage at Fremantle?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied:  As ample eold storage accommo-
dation is available nt the W.A, Meat Export
Companv’s Works, Iremantle, the erection
of a cold store on the Fremanile wharf is
nnt warranted at the present time.

QUESTION—UNEMPLOYMENT AT
PEMBERTON.

Mr. JJ. FI. SMITH asked the Minister for
Works: 1. Ts he aware that approximately
100 men are out of work at Pemherton? 2,
If so, will he tnke steps to see that no more
men are sent from the labour hureau until
local men have been engaged? 3, As many
unemployed men have been waiting at lenst
ten weeks, and are praectieally starving, will
it be possible for those men to receive assist-
ance for living purposes through the loeal
police until snch time as railway econstrue-
tion is in operation?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, 2, and 3, Tt is konown that a number of
men are unemployed at Pemberton. The
policy of the Government is to engage a
pererntnce of loeal men and o small pick-
up will take place at this centre on Friday
next.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Fifth Day.
Dehate resumed from the 1st August.

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [4.37]: It was
ref my intention te tuke part in the de-
hate at i< eaty <tage, but to my surprise
T fied a ~e'nebewee pmongst o'der memhers
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to deliver their speeches. Why that should
be I really do not know. Perhaps it is
that they have mmade so many speeches on
suceessive addresses-in-reply that they are
waiting for some of the younger members
to give them an inspivation.

Mr. Paunton: You should have started the
debate.

Mr. BROWN : At all events, we will try
to do our hest, and probably by the time
we have finished, something in the nature
of inspiration will be forthecoming. 1Im
view of the redistribution of seaty I, like
a great many other members, feel that per-
haps this will be the last speech I shall make
on an address-in-reply. But 1 do not feel
altogether downeast over that. If it should
come to my lot to fall by the wayside, at
all events I shall be able to say that eon-
seientiously 1 tried to de my duty, to be
loyal to my party and ¢n every oceasion
to vote for the welfare and interests of
Western Australia. Befove toucking upon
the finances 1 wish to say a word about un-
employment, for it is one of the most sevi-
ous problems we have confrenting us. We
have heen {old thut Weslern Australia is
in a hefter position than are many other
States of the Commonwealth. That may
he =0, but nevertheless we have n eertain
volmae of snemployment, move than oughi
to obtain 1 a new comntry like Western
Australia. The I'remier has told us it is
begause of the influx of Sonthern Euro-
peans and of people from the Bastern
States, We know there is certain depres-
sion throughout all the States of Anstralin.
That is very bad indeed, and something will
have to be done, else that depression wil
extend and intensify. What is eausing thi=
slump? Some may say it is due to the
value of our prodoets, that there has heen
a slump nnd that there have heen low yields.
aml that in consequence people are afraiil
to speculate in any pew venture. Friends
and acquaintances have said to me that the
real eause of our depression is the faet that
we have a Labour Govermment in power.

Hon, Sir Jumces Mitchell: 1 agree with
that.

Mr. BROWN: 1 have asked them why a
Labour Governmen{ should eause depres-
sion, and they have said because investors
are afraid that there may be brought
in teiclation retardine progress and pro-
fits; legislation such as State insmrance, in-
¢reased insurance rates, workers’ eompensa-
tion and railway freights, the nationalisation
of industry, increased basic wage, and social-

_employment for all in Australia.
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istic prineiples generally. At present there
i+ only one Labour Government in all Aus-
trasia, and that is in Western Australia,
Yet there is considerable depression in the
Eastern States. FPeople say that the pre-
sent (overmments in the other States are
suffering for the sins of their predecessors.
I do not know whether that is so.

Mr. Kesneally: Does that apply to the
Ntate ot Western Australia?

Mr. BROWN: I remember that back in
1860 I was in Vietoria. Al that period men
were walking about for 12 months earrying
their swags and finding it impossible to get
wark,

Mr, Kenneaily: Was there a Labour Gov-
ernment in ollice in Vietoria then?

Mr, BROWN: Men who had work were
working for 12s. 6d. and 15s. per week, and
plad to get it. Counld it be said that our
resources werve fully developed 37 to 40
vears ago! Why, the development of our
vesourees was then only 1o its infaney. Mil-
lions and millions of acres have been
hrought into production sinee then, yet men
are still walking about looking for wurk.
Ax members know, in that early period
nature eamme to the rescune, the Coolgardie
woldfields broke out and every able-bodied
man in the Iast able to get over here came
to Western Aunstvalia. The vesult was there
was not sulticient labour left behind to meet
the vequirements: wages went up and they
have never rome down sinee, The unions
ltave teken a  hand, Avbitration Court
awaris have been issned, and as a result
wapes have continued to rise. Just hefore
the Great War there was another slump in
Australia.  Unemployment was again ram-
pant. But on the outhreak of war every
able-bodied young man went off to the
war and so there was not sufficient labour
left behind to meet the demand, and in
consequence the slump disappeared. Now
we have had an influx of people from all
over the world and so there is not sufficient
In my
view there is a way in which this existing
problem of unemployment could be splved.
Woe have in Western Australia certain work
that is bung up, developmental work, vepro-
ductive work that the Govermmment could go
on with. [If certain railways were built in
new territory, they would sexrve to develop
that aren and settle hundreds of farmers,
That would be reproductive work and would
give employment to many hundreds of peo-
ple. The 3,500 farms scheme has nnly been
mooted. As far as T ean gather, the men
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are not really seftled on the land yet. The
scheme has been discussed, but that is about
all that has been done up to the present.
We want to be active and to get the peo-
ple on the land as quickly as we can, so as
to whsorh all the unemployved that we bave.
Some six or cight weeks: ago we vead that
there wu~ un over-sapyly of wheat in the
world, and that the Americans imposed &
heavy duty on wool, so that the farmers of the
United States could go out of wheat-growing
and produce wore wool. Nature has again
come to the reszue. There bhas been a drought
in some of the northern wheat-producing
countries, and we are now told there is going
to be a shortage of wheat, It is very prob-
able, therefore, that wheat will be at a fair
price, and that we shall hear no more about
a slump n the price of that commodity. It
is also sugwested that the price of wheat
should be stabilised.  That is a question
which requires great consideration. TIf the
price of wheat could be fixed in Western
Australia at 7s. per bashel, only the eon-
sumers in the State would pay that. The
number of Dbushels consumed within this
State each year is limited, and any surplus
over the loenl eonsumplion would have to se
=old ahroad at world’s prices. If the price
were stabilised loeally, it would ensure much
money being kept within the State. There
is, however, a danger of increasing the co-t
of living and of the position re-aeting upon
the farmer to an extent worse than at pre-
sent. In this State we are paying under the
Paterson butter scheme 6d. a Ib. more for
butter than can be obtained for it in London.
The move, however, was a good one. We are
importing  ahout half s willion pounds’
worth ot butter and cheese. We also have a
loeal market for what we produce heve.
Whatever butter we turn out is sold locally.
Many years inust elap.e before we can over-
take the loval demand. The bounty was a
splendid iden. If we want to settle the
South-West and encourage the dairying in-
dunstry, then this extra Gd. a b, will go a
long way towards the aceomplishment of
that end. When we overtake the local de-
mand, we must sell ove produets abroad at
world’s prices. We ave told that the influx
of Southern Europeans has led to the pre-
sent condition of unemployment. It may be
that many Huropeans are employed where
our own people eannot zet work. It is also
possible that the newcomers ure making
home~ here, and have mivrated to these
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shores with the intention of becoming good
eitizens. In my distriet whatever employ-
ment is given goes to loeal men. So far as
I know, neither road hoards nor Government
olicials in the Pingelly electorate are em-
ploying Sonthern Europeans. Some of the
farmers are, however, doing so. They think
they get a hetter deal from the forexgners,
who are not cutting wages, so I am in-
formed, hut enployers can always rely upon
bouthern Europeans to finish the work they
take in hand. [ have been told, on the best
of authority, that there are always one or
two in a gang who understand English fairly
well. They certainly understand all about
the standard price given for work. There
is no bother with these men. They do not
look for a draw every Saturday night. They
wait until the job is finished, get their
money, and try to get another elsewhere.
Employers have no trouble with them,
wherens frequently in the ease of Britishers
or even Australians they find that the men
want a draw every Saturday night, go to the
town, and do not return to work until the
following Wednesday or Thursday.

Mi-s Helman: They spend their money
in this country, not outside it.

Mr. BROWN: We are told that many
Jugo Slavs have no intention of returning
to Europe. They are living well, and every
one is getting a cat out of the money they
earn,

Mr. Thomson:
mines,

Mr. J. H. Rmith:
political funds.

Mr. BROWN: We are told that after a
little while they bhecome splendid unionists,
aud always try to get as much as possible
for their labour. We have nothing to fear
in that direetion. Money must he searce.
When we have a dearth of unemployment,
there c¢annot be much money about. I he-
lieve there is as much money in Australia as
ever. People have money to invest, but are
eager only ko put it into properties, and not
into anything of a developmental or risky
nature.  The Commanweath CGovernment
have no difliculty in raising twenty or thirty
million pounds within Australia. In the bixs
cities there is always plenty of money for
mortgages at 6% or 7 per cent. This is not
in the best interests of the eountry.

Mr, Withers: Not without security.

Mr. BROWNXN: These ave seenrities already
in existenece.

Many are working on the

And eontributing to
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Mr. Thomson: Do you lend mouey with-
ont security?

Mr. Withers: No.

Mr. BROWN: People are more prone to
invest their money in mortgages than they
are to embark upon any new venture, Thut
is not right. We want people who are pre-
pared to put their money into mines or agri-
caltural arcas for the development of the
country. We do not want them to lend
money on ¢ity properties,  Far more good
would be done if moncy were expended on
developmental work. There is every indica-
tion that the price of our primary product-.
will remain good, and that in Western Auns-
tralia we shal]l enjoy a record havvest. LI
that be 8o, muck brighter times are ahea
of us than we see at present. T am sorry to
fearn of the drought conditions prevailing in
the other States. Rome of the wheat-pro-
ducing areas over there are in a precarious
position, but evervihing in Western Au-.
tralia looks bright.

Mr. Withers: Do not he so depressing.

Mr. Wilson: And it has heen hrought
about under the Lahour Government.

Mr. BROWN: The Gloverument have
nothing to do with nature. Surely they do
not take eredit for the splendid season.

Mr. Sleeman: Buf you want to blame
them for the depression.

Mr. BROWN: 1t is possible that West-
ern Australis may have to send fodder and
other produets to the Easiern States. If so,
a good time is nhead of our producers. T
wish now to deal with the finances. Tn 1928-
29 the State revenue was £0,947951 an
increase over the previous year of £144,002,
DNespite that, we have gone to the bad to the
extent of £275,900. What is the reason?

The Minister for Mines: Too many re-
quests for the expenditare of money.

Mr. BROWN: Last year we had a fairly
yood season, and vet we went to the bad
to that extent. Abhout, two-thirds of the loss
is attributed to the railways. The Premior
told us that the railwavs did not make so
mieh profit last year on account of the
lecreased wheat produetion. The Minister
tor Railways tells us that every hag of
wheat was carried at a loss. The two state-
ments are hard to understand, The Pre-
mier did not tell us of the eoncessions to
railway employees helping to make up the
defieit.

Mr, Bleeman: He did not tell ns about
the concessions on super.
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Mr, BROWN: Then there was the in-
rrease of 25, in the basic wage, which adds
L£30,000 to the railway expenditure. That
will have to be passed on. I agree that
wages should bLe kept as high as possible,
for that indicates a prosperous country.

Myr. Thomson: (ounsistent with value re-
eeived,

Mr. BROWN: Kvery time a demand is
made for crealer concessions, the railway
employees get what they want. Something
must be radically wrong.

Mr. Punton: [t would be wrong if they
got it every time.

Mr, BROWN: Have not the Government
the backbone to stand up aguaicst these de-
mands? They certainly have the backbone
to stand up aguainst the primary producers
when they ask for anything, When the rail-
way serviee or the civil service demand an
incrense, it is given.

Mr. Panton: 1t is like getting railway
lines,

Mr. BROWN: [t is possible that the
staff of the Railway Department will be
asking tor something betfore long.

Hon. . Taylor: Theve ave not so many

of these,

Mr. Panton: They wet bigger wages.

Mr. BROWN: I do not believe in re-
trenchmoent.

Mr. Thomson: They have bigger re-
spongibilities.

Mr. BROWN: Retrenchment is a bad
thing. [ wonder sometimes if our service

is overmanned. We must trnin young men
in the different branches, and must have a
number available in case they ave required.
1n the Civil Service there is such a thing
as overmanning. I hope that is not the
case in the railways. 1 cougratulate the
Railway Department upon the efficiency of
the management. There are many miles of
railway per head of the population, and the
munagement must be doing zood work or
else the deficiency would have been greater
than it is.

Mr. Panton:
be well paid.

Mr. BROWN: We are told that there is
a simn of £350,000 in suspense, but the Pre-
nier hus not said what he will do with it.

Mr. Sleeman: It is a secret.

Myr. Thomaon: Do you know?

Mr. BROWN: T hope the money will not
be required to make up losses under the
Workers® Compensation Act, the Miners'

Consequently they should
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Phthisis Aect, or anything of that sori. L
the money were used to wipe out last year's
deficit, we should have a small surplus.

Mr. Panton: That is what the Premier
has been telling you.

Hon. G. Taylor: But it is not right,

Mr. BROWX: We do not know what the
Premier intends to do. He has not said
whether the money will be used to wipe oif
the deficit or whether it will be spent on
developmental work.

Mr. Latham: He will not use it for de-
velopmental work,

Mr. BROWN: That remains to be seen,
Of the Agricultural 1lepartment we are in-
deed proud. Agriculture is makinrg won-
derful progress in Western Australia. How-
ever, pests have been imported into the
State. Ome of them made its appearance
first at Bunbury—red mite. Closer jnspae:
tion should have heen made by entomolo-
gists to keep out this South Afriecan pest,
which is most serious. Owners of small gar-
dens in the towns along the Great Southern
railway find it almost impossible to grow
anything, especially at the beginning of the
season. The egrs are hatched in myviads
after the first rains, and render the growth
of vegetables almost impossible. Red mite
is attacking even peas and oats in the field.
Looking earefully into the soil, one finds
the mites in millions. Seience will have Lo
be brought to bear with a view Lo eradica-
tion of the pest by a parasite or other
means. The lucerne flen has been here a
considernble time. It attacks the clovers
when they have reached a ronsiderabls
height, whereas the red mite attacks the
plant only in its young and tender stage.
The lueerne Hea, however, destroys luxuri-
ant prowth. The economic loss caused by
thess pests is heavy indeed; and 1 sugzest
to the Minister for Agriculture that he do
his level Dbest, with the assistance ol en-
tomologists or other seientists, to find u
cure for them, Wool prices are not going
to be so high as they were, thougk T think
they will be very fair. A few years ago
five or six pounds wasg considercd a good
average fleece: to-day eight or unine or
even 10 pounds represent the average of
small floeks. What is lost in price will,
therefure, be made up in extra weight of
wool; and so returns shoeld continne to be
fa'r, We are told fhat the number of
sheep in Australia 1s now granter than it
fi1s been for 30 years. In thai ease we
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~hall have to look tor an uversen marke!
1or fat lambs, though with all the sheep in
sustrolia, and espeeially m Western .ius-
tralia, it is strange thai the price of mmut-
ton should be higher here than snywhere
else in the Commonwealth. There is grewt

danger, ftoo, that beet will remain
high. Station holders in the XNorti-
West, on the Murchison, and arousl

Kaluoorlie are turning from cattle to sheep.
Thete is a risk thut we shall not have saf-
ficient eattle in Western Australia for our
ownt beef venuirements. Freezers, erected
with Guvernment assistance, exist Lere; but
s0 far us [ can learn they are not at pre
cent in operation, all the surplus stoek in
the way of fats being used for home con-
sumption. The liome market is undoubtedly
the best that one ean get, hut we cannot
expect that market to expand indefinitely:
and therefore in tuture we shall have to
look ubwoad. [ sincerely trust that new
mining ficlds will be discovered. If there
were a discovery to-morrow, our unem-
ployed problein wonld disappear. Some of
the convessions sranted to companies in the
North-West may result in the location of
gold, tin or other mineral; and in that
case things wonld be nuch better in the
lubour murker. 1 congratulate the Govern-
inent on having granted those concessions
[t was a wise move, the Government not
having the finanees, or perhaps not the in-
clination, to foster the mining industry or
to subsidise prospectors. Ol may yet bhe
discovered in Western Australin; if so, it
will be a splendid thing for the State. As
to public works, 1 um indeed pleased to
know that the State is now on a sounder
hasis regavding their execution, a great
many works heing let by contract. Con
tiaets arve frequently let to road boards, who
do splenditl work. I should like to take
the Minister for Works to see the roads
constructed by one road board, which fo
£1,000 builds five or six miles quite erqual
to muny rounds that have cost thousands of
pounds per mile. 1 live in liopes of show-
ing the Minister the road econstruetion [
bave in mind. A further consideration is
that frequently there are loval unemployed
seeking work, and it is these men the road
hoards employ. Most of them, I may men-
tion, are married men. The road boards
obtain good results from the money ex-
pended. A few railway lines already auth-
orised should he proceeded with s quickly
#x possible by the Government. One of
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these is the Karlgarin line. People have
heen farming in that distriet for about
seven years, and they were promised rail-
way communication years ago. Although
the necessary Act has been passed, there
is no indieation that construction will be
undertaken this year. Settlement extends
to about 60 miles out from Kondinin. In
that distriet lund is nnder eultivation as far
as 50 miles from a rsilway. Obviously it
i impossible for such settlers fo exist for
long without railway eommunication. For-
tunately they are at present working under
the Agricultural Bank, bat when funds
from the institution become exhaunsted the
shoe will hegin to pinch. In the absenre
nf railway communication, what will he the
result ¥ Many of the holdings will fall
hack on the Agricultural Bank. That is ex-
tremely undesirable. If there is no chance of
the railway reaching Karlgarin this year,
T hepe the Governmeut will institute a dump
there. The wheat could be carted to the
dump, and advonces then made to the set-
tlers; and when the railway reached the
dump, the wheat could he lifted. Some of
the settlers in question have to pay as wmueh
is 1s. per hushel to get their wheat rcarted
into the railway station. How ean farm-
ing pay under such conditions? We well
know that the cost of production is tfoo
high, and that it must be reduced, T have
indicated one reason for the present high
vost. The men T refer to have goge cut
into the country for the benefit of Western
Australia, and have put up with ail sorts
of hardships. TUndoubtedly they will even-
tnally prove a great asset to the State. In
the civeumstances it is most desirable thal
the Government should push on railway
construetion to distriets already proved to
he sound wheat-growing areas. If the
Brookton-Armadale railway is pushed on, a
ratlway could be bnilt to join with it from
Dwarda, thus bringing the settlera T have
in mind muach nearer to the chief seaport
than they are now. T hope the suggestion
will receive consideration from the Govern-
ment. I know that other railways which
have been authorised should also he eom.
strueted as quickly as possible. That would
absorb a great many of the present unem-
ployed. As to eduecation, we know that
the present Government are doing as much
as any previous Administration has done;
but a great deal of hardship still acernes
in ontback districts. I bhave in mind a ease
where it was promised that a sehool should
he removed from one distriet to apother.

135

Something happened to prevent the removal
- =-I think the reason was a protest from
vesidents of the former district. As a re-
sult the people who had been promised a
school were left without one. The fault
lies not with the Edueation Department,
Gut with the Public Works Department, be-
eause they hung fire and would not build a
school. T bave in my puossession a letter
stating that some of the children in the
distriet roferred to had reached the age of
13 or 14 years without obtaining edueation,
andl that the parents were obliged to send
these children away to relatives or friends
in order to secure for them a little school-
ing. There are many younger children af-
fecrted, however, and the parents are won-
dering how thexe vounger children are to
wet on for edneation. Money spent in edn-
rating our young people is money well
spent. It may not be Immediately repro-
ductive, but we know that in the battle of
lfe as it is fought to-day our childven re.
quire as good an education ns we can pos-
silfly give them. T trust the Government
will refuse no genuine request in that re-
spect. When speaking on last session’s Ad-
dress-in-reply T mentioned several works
for which my constifuents had been waiting
for years. I am pleased to be able to say
that at last I have the promise of the
Minister for Railways to proceed with the
improvement of the Pingelly railway sta-
tion, which is long overdue. The Minister
his vndertaken to start the work as sonn
as money is available. I trust that the
monex will be made available, and that iy
constine uts will not be called upon to wait
during snother series of years. Trucking
yards are also promised, and improvements
to varicus outhack railway statinas. So
fur as ny district is concerned, therelore,
I have nothing to cavil at. The Pingelly
water supply is very bad. The -Minister
for Agrieultural Water Supplies informs
me that he realises that the Pingelly | eople
for 18 or 20 years bave heew payving 3s.
per dhousand gallons for water !Mat is un-
fit to a~e, THe appreciates that somcthing
must b cone to give Pingelte a botter sap-
ply + f waier, and he has statul 1os inten-
twm of placing -en the Estimales an iten
for the purpose of investigating whether a
hetter scheme can be devise”. T hope that
suceess will attend his efforts. Turning now
to (he Lands Department, [ wish to dvaw
attention to a peculiarity in the attitude of
the Apiceultoral Bank. Aoy seithe on the
hooks of the bank is refused advanees for
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clearing purposes if he employs Italians.
Britishers must be employed. It ¢ame under
my notice recently, however, that in the case
of an abandoned property such a preference
does not obtain, and that if an Italian or
any other Southern Eurvopean offers £5 more
than a Britisher oifers, the Ttalian or Sonth-
ern European gets the property. That is a
most remarkable thing. We have heen told
that the Minister has no eontrol over the
trustees of the Agricultural Bank. If that
is so0, where did those instractions come from
to the effect that no [talians were to be em-
ployed?

Hon. (. Taylor: The Minister for Lands
is~ued those instructions .

Mr. BROWN: Certainly they did not
come from the trustees of the hank. The
Minister raises no objection to Italians or
Chinamen getting land, iff they give £5 more
than a white man. [ am told oun the best au-
thority that Chinamen, Ttajians and all sorts
of foreigners can get land, the reason being,
we are informed, that the Britishers do not
tender for such holdings.

The Minister for Lands: You are a won-
derful wman. who is always hearing things!
You sweep up things like a willy-willy and
vou accept them all as troe.

Mr, SPEAKER: Ovder!

Mr. BROWN: I am speaking of what
is within my own experience.

The Minister for Lands: Give us the faets;
give me one instance.

Mr. BROWXN: T ean name one foreigner,
an Italian.

The Minister for Lands: (Give me the name
of one Italian who is nof naturalised?

Mr. BROWYX: T do not know that I
enuld swear that the individual is not natur-
alised,

The Minister for Mines: And is not an
Italian who has become nafuralised, a British
subject ?

Mr. BROWX: At any rate, the Govern-
ment do not object to Chinamen getting
kamd, and they know it.

Mr. Sleeman:  Where do they pet the
land?

Mr. BROWN: You know that is a fact;
they zot the land down here.
The Minister for Lands:

anythine of the ~ort.

Mr. BROWXN : T have heen told so an the
hest of authority.

The Minister for Lands: You are a per-
feet garbage ealleetor! You ave told some-

T do not know

[ASSEMBLY.]

thing und you believe it. What you bave
been told dovs not represent the tacts.

Mr. BROWN: I will not withdraw whar
I have said, because [ know the truth of the
statenents,

Mr. Panton: Anyhow, where has the
Asintie pat the land here?

Mr, BROWN: We know thal it white
men will not crow vewetables that are re-
quired by the publie, the Chinawan will do
so. If the white people cannot make vezet-
able growing pay——

Mr. Sleeman: Do you say that is a fact?

Mr. BROWX: Then why do not the white
wen go in tor that branch of production?

Mr. Sleeman: They are doing sv.

The Minister for Works: Come down to
my distriet, and | will show you wheve they
are doing it.

Mr. BROWN: How mauy ltalians are
growing vegetables; how many Chinamen.
and how many Britishers? 1 know there are
a good many more foreigners now than there
were formerly. | have ne objection te that.
It is far heiter to have the land ~coupied and
put to use than to have the holdings going
to waste. Facts like these have been drought
under my notice from time to time. I have
a letter now indicating that an ltalian was
coing Lo get a hlock in preferetire to a re-
turned soldier, becauxze he gave & little moie
for the land.

AMr. Panton:
to get it?

Mr, BROWN: VYes.

My, Panton: I know a man who was go-
ing to win at the races on Saturday, but
didn’t!

Mr. BROWN: T do not know whether
our system of lahour has anything to o
with it, but I am convineed that the day-
work system tends to increase the cost ol
production. T reeently perused an artiele in
the “West Australinn” with reference to ex-
perimenis carried out at the Pelaco works,
in the eourse of which it set out that day-
work had not proved saeceessful, but piece-
work had bren much more =0. The explana-
tinn was advaneed that under piece-work con-
ditions a man worked a oreat deal harder
and serured better returns hoth for him-
self and for his employers. Of eourse we
know there must be a certain amount of
piecework done and a certain amount of
day work as well. There is eertain work
that it would be almost impossible to have
constructed by contract. That applies par-
tienlarly to the railways. In that branch

D¥d you say he was going
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of the State’s activities we have huge works
where material, particnlarly ironwork, can
he manufactured and handled easily. With
such works at our disposal it would be
easier to carry out various jobs there, thun
it wonld be to let the work by contraet.
Payment by results seems to me to be a
ureat deal better than the prevalent system
to-day under which we have to pay a stand-
ard rate of wages, and certainly the basia
wage under various eonditions, If & man
were to come to me at my house and ask
for a little employment, intimating at the
same time that he was willing to do 3s.
worth of work for 3s. worth of food, I
could not employ him under those condi-
tions. I would be afraid to do so. T have
no workers® compensation policy and any-
thing may happen to such a man when
working on my property. He could even
demand payment at the rate of the basis
wage, although he might not be worth
half that remuperation. In the circum-
stances it would be far better for me 10
refuse to give him work; if I were & philan-
thropist it would certainly be wiser for me
to give him something and let him pass
ou.

Mr. Panton: Do you suggest we should
repeal the Workers' Compensation Act so
that you may overcome your difficulty?

Mr, BROWN: I think the Government
should leave that class of work to the pri-
vate companies. We know what has been
happening up to the present. Some of the
private companies were only oo eager Lo
part with the bad insurance business and
hand it over to the Government.

The Minister for Works: Where would
the poor employer be if it were not for the
check we have on these insurance com-
panies,

Mr. BROWN:
aver them by law.

The Minister for Works: But you re-
fu~ed te give the legislative cheek to me.

My. BROWN: You have a check on thew
now through the banking institutions.

The Minister for Works: None st all.

My. BROWN: 1 notice it is the inten-
tion of the Government to introduce a
Rural Bank Bill. I do not know whether
that institution will be in eompetition with
the Agriculturnl Bank or whether it will
engage in general banking business in op-
positinn to the private banks.

You can have a check
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Mr. Marshall:
be!

Mr, BROWN: Where would any coun-
{ry beif it were not for private enterprise?

Mr. Marshall: Where was the Empire
on the 7th August, 1914%

Mr, Thomson: Where were you, anyhow !

Mr. Panton: In the same place as you
were.

Mr. BROWN: Ve bhave to thank the As-
sociuted Banke For much of the develop-
ment of our Siate, because the Agrirultural
Bank carries settlers only to a certain stage,
Then when those settlers want more money,
they are met with a refusal and an intima-
tion that they have veceived the full
amount the Crown was permitted to ad-
vance. The only alternative is for thosze
producers to go to the Associated Banks
and ask those institutions to take them
over, I had that experience myself when T
could get no more from the Agricultural
Bank. I went to the Associated Banks and
they helped me over my difficulties, That
shows that the Associated Banks will give
the people a fair deal. Is that not right
and as it should be? Whether this rural
bank is to be another business undertaking
launched by the Government 1 cannot say;
if it is in that category I hope it will be a
great deal more profitable than the State
operations under the Workers’ Compensa-
tion Aect.

Mr. Thomson:
plover, of course!

Mr. BROWN: If I want to insure clear-
ers, I have to pay 230s, for £100., That is
abnormal,

The Minister for Mines : That is be-
¢ause too many of you employ foreigners
who do not speak English.

Mr. Thomson: That is not true.

Mr. BROWN: Of eourse it is not true.

The Minister for Mines: Well, I know
that it is,

Mr. BROWN: It is extraordinary, see-
ing that the Government elaim they look
after the interests of the primary produc-
ers, that we have compulsory insurance of
employees and that the rates for that im-
surance are extremely high. That sort of
thing does not tend io lessen the eost of
production. The Premier told us he wus
not responsible for the increase in land
values. To a certain extent he is guite
right. Tn some of the settled distriets, how-
ever, first-class land that was taken up at

What a pity that would

That is for (he poor em-
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10s. an acre, is now valued at 50s. I have
one or two instances that I can quote. In
one instance there is a holding 20 miles
trom Pingelly and 12 miles from the near-
est railway station, Formerly the value of
the property was £50, whereas now it is
£141. Another man bas his property 18
miles from the railway and a third of his
holding consists of rock, That property is
now valned at 23s. per acre.

The Minister for Mines:
he sell his property fort

Mr. BROWN: He bought it for £2 13s.
per aere, and I think he would be glad Lo
gell if he conld get his money back.

Mr. Panton: I will have a look at it.

Mr. BROWN: I valued the whole of the
land in the Cuballing Road Board district
and in one instance I valued a block at
5s, 6d. per acre. Now there is a new valua-
tor in the district and his valuation is 22s.
6d. per acre. The owner of that property
said to me, ‘I will sell that land to any-
one for 22s. (d. per acre, improvements and
all.”’ That sort of thing is not fair

Mr. Thomson: It shows the necessity
for an appeal board.

Mr, BROWXN: That is so. LEven then
that is not where the shoe pinches. Immedi-
ately that man’s holding is valued at 22s
6d. per acre, the possibilities are that the
boards will adopt that valuation, the Ver-
min Board will adopt it, the local board’s
vermin authorities will adopt it as well,
and thus the people will have to pay von-
siderably inereased taxation on the land be-
eause of the higher valuations. At this
rate, very soon land owners will have to
pay Federal land tax as well as the State
land tax. The farmers have told me in
different centres that if this sort of
thing goes on, they cannot exist.
Instead of decrensing the ecost of produc-
tion, all this =ort of thing hkelps to inerease
it. The Mini ter for Railways will probably
tell us that he must moke the railways pay;
and it the railways are not paying, the loss
must be passed on.

The Minister for Railways: We have nnt
been passing the extra cost on to the farmers.

My, BROWXN: No, and I eongratulate the
Government on the railway service they have
provided. On the other hand, if the rail.
ways continue to make a loss of £200,000,
will the Minister be able, conscientiously, to
allow that to continue?  Something will

What would
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have to b dome to mest the diitienlty and tie
way ou! will probhably be by incvea-ing rate-
an charges.

My, Pantun: You should not put bad idea
into the Minister's head.

Mr. BROWNXN: It is possible that we are
earrying superphosphate at a loss.

Mr. Panton: That is not a8 possibility; it
is a fact.

Mr. BRUWN: Un the other hand, if the
railways haul superphosphate now at a luss
in order that production may be increased,
the railways will ultimately get the benefit
trom the inereased freight charges payable
on augmented produetion,

Mr. Latham: Unless super is carried at a
cheap rate, the railways will not get an ade-
nuate return.

The Minister for Mines: We agree with
that, but do not say that there is a possibility
of a loss when there is an actual loss.

Mr. Latham: Then we will call a truee
and don’t you interfere with the existing
arrangements !

Mr, BROWN: We must encourage our
secondary iudustvies, It has been said that
no one ¢an conduet them with profit in West-
ern Australiz, but that is not so. The mem-
ber tor Katunning {3Mr. Thomson) pointed
vut that had we a branch of the McKay har-
vester works here, it wounld save to the farm-
ers £12 on every havvester and thrasher,
while it would give extra employment to
reople in the metvopolitan area,

The Minister for Works: And you are su
nnsophisticated as to believe it!

Mr. Thomson: You know the statcments
were correct.

The Minister for Works:
were absolutely wrong.

My, Thom on: They were not.

The Minister for Works: Merely because
the statemment was made does not make the
assertion correct.

Mr. BROWN: 1 do not intend to discuss
details a» to why MeKay did not start his
works here. Probahly he would have pre-
ferred to turn out his machinery under
massed production conditions in the Easlern
States, but if any Grm wishes to start a
factory, it is up to the Government to give
it every encouragement.

The Minister for Railways: Have we not
done s0?

Mr. Thomson: The Government bave, but
athers have not.

I know they
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Mr. Sleeman: Evidently you want to in-
terfere with the Arbitration Court, as your
leader does.

Mr. BROWN: The tariff, 1 know, is a
Commonwealth matter. We learn that there
is a tremendous deficiency in the Common-
wealth revenue for the financial year just
vlosed and that the preatest deficiency has
aceurred in the Customs Department. We
know that millions of pounds are sent out of
Australia every years to JAmerica and yet,
as against that, America takes only a very
small quantity of our products. We should
vertainly endeavour to munufacture in Aus-
tralia all the articles we require. What is
the reason for our not doing so¥ Is it be-
rause of avhitration awards, hecause our men
do not give a fuir deal, or becanse we have
uot the raw waterial?

The Minister for Railways: Or becanse
Amerien hag ten times the population.

Mr, BROWN: We read that the work-
wen in Ameriea are paid by results and that
employers and employees work with the
wreatest harmony. The harder a man works,
the better he is paid. Here our employees
are generally antagonistic to the manage.
ment. All the time they are thinking they
are not getling a fair deal and are wondering
what addifional eoncessions they ean get out
of the wanagement.

Mr. Marshall: Do you know that there
are more strikes in Amerien ihan there arc
in Australia?

Mr. BROWN: 1 have not read anything
1o that effect.

Mr. Marshall: Of course you have not or
vou would not speak as you are doing.

Mr. BROWN: We never hear of strikes
in the big workshops of America. The men
there have an interest in their work,

Mr, Withers: America does not broadeast
her strikes.

Mr. BROWN: We shall bave to encourage
our workers by giving them a greater in-
terest in their work,

Myr. Marshall: Did McKay ever give his
employees an ioterest in his works®

Mr. BROWN: 1 imagine he would do so
in order that his men would work in the
greatest harmony with him.

Mr. Marshall : Do his employees share
in the millions of profits he gets from hiz
factories?  You will not answer {hat, of
eourse,

Mr. BROWN: If we started factories in
Western Australia they could not be con-
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ducted on such a big scale as those in
Ameriea, bezanse we would not have the out-
let for our manufactures. The big fae-
tories of England and Awerica ship their
surplus manufactures to all parts of the
world, What are we seuding out of Ans-
tralia in the way of manufactured goods?
Nothing at all.  We are selling our raw
materials in the shape of wheat and wool,
aml on them we depend entirely for our ex-
istence,

Mr. Sleeman: Do you say we are not send-
ing away any manufactured articles?

Mr. BROWN: Yes,

Ar. Sleeman: We are sending some from
this State.

Me. Latham:

Mr. Bleeman:

The Minister
hiscuits,

Mr, Latham: They are not being sent out-
side Australia.

The Minister for Railways: Yes.

Mr. BROWN: I would like to see our
[actories flourishing, but before that can
happen we must secure patenis that will be
tavoured by the publie.

Mr. Marshall: But America is your god
and she has the highest tariff of any country
in the world.

Mr. Latham: That is why McKay sells
his maclinery in Australia.

Mr. Marshall: Can vou explain that?

Mr., BROWN: Evidently the American
urticle finds general favour. There is no
compulsion to purchnse American-made
goods,

Mr. Marshall: You advocate free trade.
Yet America 15 & high protectionist eoun-
try and is doing all the exporting,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. BROWN: I do nol think it pos-
sible—

Mr. Marshall: Of course you do not. 1€
you did you wounld not talk like that.

My, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. BROWN: I believe in a tariff, but
only for revenue purposes.

Mr. Sleeman: Is your policy the same
as your leader's?

Mr. Marshall interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: I trust hon. members
will not persist in these interruptions.
Every member has a right to speak without
interruption. I hope I shall not have to
call any other hon, member to order.

Tell us one.
Chocolates.

for Railways: Hunt's
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Mr. BROWN: I have very little more
to say.

Mr. Marshall: The less, the better.

Mr. BROWXN: Our duty first and fore-
maost is certainly to strive for the welfare
of Western Australia. All that I possess
I have derived from this State, and I as-
sure members no one is more anxious than
1 that it~ prusperity should continue. 1
candidly believe that there is a great future
Lefore the State. 1t has been proved that
lanit we considered to he of poor guality
will, with the aid of fertilisers, be produc-
tive. With our enormous territory I can
come to o eonclusion other than that this
is thr best State of the Commonwealth. But
to obtain prusperity we must have wise leg-
islation trev from hitter party polities, which
are the canse of niuch of the depression. At
present, sumeone in authority gets a brain-
wave and snys that o certain thing should
be introduced. It does not prove to be as
suceessful s was antivipated and so the
eountry is mulcted in comsiderable sums of
money and the national debt is increased.
But for party politivs, inembers eould ¢om-
bine, discuss what was in the best inter-
ests of the State and vote as one body.

Mr. Marshall: To prove your econtention,
wi:l vou vote for the Labour candidate at
the next election?

My, SPEARER: Order!

Mr. BROWXN: | am a great admircer of
many Labour men.

Mo Marvshall: And the Labour (iovern
ment in particular.

Mr. BROWN: Amonsst 1 abour men 1
bhelieve are some of the cleverest men in
Australia, and but for the party hehind
them—perhaps the extremists—we would
have good lezislation. If we could only
get away from the extremists—

Mr. Marshall: You object not tn
party, but to the extremists.

Mr. BROWNXN: Many a Labour member
has to vote agzninst his conscience because
his party demands it

Mr, Marshall: You with your executive
conttrol ought to talk like that!

Mr. SPEAKER: If T have to eall the
hon. member to order again, I shall take
other steps.

Mr. BROWXN: I regret having heen the
cause of the hon. member’s interrnptions,
but perhaps now that I have concluded my
remarks, some members opposite who have
been holding back will get an inspiration
and show what they can do.

the
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MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [5.39]: I agree
with the previous speaker that we do suf-
Tir Urow the eflects of smikes.  Unfor-
tunately throughout the world our wealkness
in that respeet is only too well known. On
many occazions during my recent visit te
the Oid Country the first question asked
was, “Why is it there are so many strikes
in Australia?”

Mr. Thomson: We have just been tohi
there are not many.

Mr. SBAMDPSOXN: It is perhaps one of
the difiicultics of our youth. We are stili
suflfering because Australia is not properiy
vstablished, but undoubtedly the propen-
sity to strnke has a most damaging effect
not ounly on the reputation but on the prox
perity of the Commonwealth. The great
world problem to be faced is anemploy-
ment, to which subject the Premier devote.l
his attention the other evening. [ agree
with him that it is a very grave problem.
It is rematkable that in a young country
such as ours, there are still difficulties in
the way of finding employment for the com-
puaratively few people that are living im
this State. The Premier submitted fignre~
setting out the arrivals and departures and
I have no doubt that the figures were per-
feetly catrect, hut the effect of those figures
might kead seme penple to lmagine that this
country is unable to assimilate or provide
woik for the numbers alrendy here, T
wonld rvenind the Iouose that when the
Leader of the Opposition vacated the Trea-
~ury benches in 1924 there wuas no unem-
plovment in Western Australia,

Mr. Sleeman: Who told you that?

Mr, RAMDPSON: If that statement i-
theked, it will be fonnd to be eorrect. There
was no unemployment at that time. T re-
aret thet there is unemployment at present.
We know from the statement of the Sta-
tistical Department that population is in-
creasing, but it is increasing very slightly.
According to the Government Publicity
Otiiver the population at the 30th June was
412,012, the net increase having been at th-
rate of approximately 1,000 per month for
the 12 months, Those figures include
women and children as well as men.
Thring the first quarter of 1929 thero was
an excess of arrivals over departures of
1,830. The births registered during the
quarter totalled 2,281 and the deaths 931.
That leaves only 3,160 representing the
natural increase and arrivals from other
States and from overseas during the three
months. Of the 1,830, comprising 1,315
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males and 515 females, probably 30 per
cent, were under the age of 18 years, Thus
there was an increase of less than 1,000
males of 18 years and over. The Common-
wealth figures are very interesting because
they show the extent of arrivals of Euro-
pean and non-European races. In the first
quarter of 1929 the people of European
race who arrived in the Commonwealih
numbered 22,183 and the departures num-
bered 20,014, while of non-European races
there were 1,007 arrivels and 1,524 depar-
tures. In the first quarter of this year the
total number of arrivals from British eoun-
tries was 19,997 and the departures 17,911,
and from foreign countries the arrivals
totalled 3,283 and the departares 3,627,
Thus there was an excess of departnres of
foreigners over arivals of 344. That is
rather a surprising state of affairs, seeing
that it is generally thought the number of
arrivals of Southern Buropeans and other
foreipners is greatly in exeess of the de-
partures. In z local publication issued by
the Seftlement League, it is stated that
figures released recently by the Common-
wealth Statistician show that Southern
Europeans are leaving Aunstralia at a more
rapid rate than they are coming into the
country. During four months that are
quoted, the excess of depariures over ar-
rivals is given as follows:—Greeks, 47;
Itnlians, 158; Jugo Slavs, 34; and Maltese,
14. For the corresponding period of the
previous year the excess of arrivals over
departures in respect of the same nation-
alities was—Greeks, 308; Italians, 673;
Jugo Slavs, 309. The departures of Mal-
tese, bowever, execeeded arrivals by 43.
Those details are of interest. During the
tirst quarter of the present year the num-
ber of arrivals in Western Australia from
foreign countries was 486 and the depart-
ures 374. The excess of arrivals over de-
partures in respect of Western Australia
for the three months thus numbered 112. Re-
garding arrivals from the other States of
the Commonwealth, the total was 7,066
and the departures 06,552. Thus the total
increase of men, women and children,
as far as Western Australia is concerned,
was 514 in the period of those three monthe.
Members will agree that those fignres are
small when one realises the great scope of-
fered by a State of the size of Western
Australia. The British arrivals in Weat-
ern Australia for the same frst quarter
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numbered 1,731 and the departures 813.
Those figures indicate how unjustified is the
siatement so frequently made that Western
Australis is suffering because of the influx
of population from other countries, from
the Eastern States or even from Great
Britain, The remarkabie thing is that there
should be unemployment, seeing that apart
from the very small number of arrivals,
there was spent, during the last financial
year, no less a sum than £4,000,000 in ex-
cess of that expended by the Mitchell Gov-
ernment. | am of opinion that we must
look to some other cause for the presence
of so many unemployed in our midst. It
has been said fime and again, and it has
never been contradicted, that work pro-
vides work, and that the more people on the
land, the greater amount of work will be
provided for others.

Mr. Lambert: Let us have your remedy.

Mr. SAMI*SON: The assertion that the
influx of Southern Europeans and others
is responsible for unemployment is not
borne out by the statistician’s fizures, some
of which I have just quoted. A solation
fer the unemployment problem must be
found in some other way. I suggest that if
the youth of this country were given tie
apporinnity that 15 presented to the youth of
Germany, tor instanve, to learn a trade, onxr
difticulties would not be so trying in respect
of the steadily increasing number of un-
skilied workers. It is true that in somé
trades there is a sullicient number of men;
but in the unskilled section there are always
hundreds upon hundreds in excess of the de--
mand. Unfortunately the number of un-
skilled men is increasing all the time, and
the Government are suffering from the
effects. If onr lads were given the oppor-
tunity to learn a trade, the nwnber of un-
employed would soon be considerably re-
duced. :

Mr. Marshall: Do not you think they
could be put vn the land as well as those
people who come from oversea? .

Mr. SAMPSON: Of course, and they.
are being put on the land, but a big per-
centage of those who are going on the land
are unskilled workers. For all that a man
is none the less capable of becoming a sue-
¢essful farmer just because he is a tradea-
man ; rather the reverse. If & man is & cap-
penier, a blacksmith, a baker or a stone-
worker, he has a better chance thap has an
unskilled worker, .
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Mr. Marshall:  He might be 2 master
printer and even do heiter.

Mr. SAMPSON: A skilled worker is
more likely to be sueeesstul on the lund thai
an unskilled worker, T know that our trade
unions are well organised, and I am not go-
ing to Llome them in any way., I was once
a trade< uniomist,

My, Muarshall:
pulsor:y,

Me, SAMUPSON: Bul it is a vetlertion on
the unsXilled workers that they are not
given any oppertunity tu prove their worti.
Trade unions, as I have said, are well
organised, and the fact that that is so means
that those who have not the advantage of the
knowledge ol a trade, suffer. The limitation
of apprentices, I contend, is the basic rerson.
1 would inereave the nuota of apprentiess
and make their employiment compulsory. It
has been c¢laimed that wmen are horn equal.
I do not know that anyone eould say that
to-dny, As o matter of fact n majority of
boys are houn absolutely handicapped to the
extent that during their lives they will never
have the opportunity of being eertain of per-
manent work. The position to-day is that
many unskilled men are given work almost
as charity. We have the spectacle of men
heing questioned as to where they worked be-
fore and how many children they have. Thus
their needs are considered; net their quali-
fieations. That is one of the effects of the
shockine policy that has taken hold of this
country, and it is very bad policy indeed. It
is the duty of members of this House to
amend that policy as far as possible. We
know that the basie warze i3 by no means
high, but the problem is not so much
how to live on the basic wage, as how
to secure it. The diffienlty unskilled men
have to face is that they have ne
eertainty of securing the basic wage. In
my opinion the preference given by
the Government in regard to Government
work amounts fo an immoral set, and T am
jusiified in savine that, heranse we know
that before a man can obtain (lovernment
work he must serure a union ticket and that
costs 293, T contend that he is being levied
upon in an unfair way. It may be all right
for a union to sav that a man mnst have u
ticket hefove he is enzared in a pavtienlar
industry, hut we must remember that the
man i= enfitled with that ticket to work at n
particular trade. It is fundamentally wrong
that the Government should endorse such
a state of affairs and make it obligatory

It wmust Liave been con-
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on the untortunate worker to pay fribute to
a union. A little while ago I was approached
by & man out of work, and he told me that
he bad no uwnion tivket, and that as a matter
of tact he hud no money with which to secure
one, e helieved that a friend of his would
lend him the money to enable him to get the
ticket, or he was prepared to pay the cost
of the ticket in instalments. I communi-
cated with the nniun steretary to ascer-
tain whether a  union ticket could be
provided on payment in inetalments, and
the reply from the sevvetary was that he
knew the man had already worked without
a tickel and his superior officer—the man
fromm whowm the out-ol-work wanted employ-
ment—mizht suffer because of the individual
in question having already worked without
a ticket. That seemed to me to be a shocking
staie of affairs. Anyway, the secretary said
the exveutive would consider the applieation
for the ticket, hut for his part he would not
favour granting it. That is the condition of
alairs (hat exists, and so work is limited to
those who pav an amount to a partienlsr
mion.  On the Tth Mareh Iast T asked a
series of questions ahout wmen engaged for
Government jobx. {Ine was in regard to the
method of engagement, and the Minister
replied that all men had to be en-
eaged at the State Labour Bureau and that
in selecting men preference was given as fol-
lows:~-{a} finansial members of a trade
union, (b) men with dependanis in West-
ern Australia aceording to the number of
their dependants, and (e¢) men who had been
jongest ont of work were selected before
those just recently unemploved. No one
would disagree with (e) but the answers to
(a) and (b) are an affront to the good name
of the State, for thev indicate that men seek-
ing work are treated preferentially to the ex-
tent that there come first the financial mem-
bers of s trade union, and there eome second
men with dependants in Western Australia.
Thus, o man with dependants has to eome
second to the man who holds the union ticket.
T do not helicve there are many men in the
State who in their hearts would stand by
sueh a prineiple. When an appointment to
a Guvernment job is to he determined on
eonditians snel as these, it is time the peu-
ple of the Stote ohjected to it, T voiee ou
ohjeetion. and T earnestly hope this State
of nffair: will =0on b altered.

Hun. G. Tarlor: Yes, after the elections.

Mr. SAMPSON: 1 wonld like to see it
alterel richt oway, Another diffieulty which
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this State, in comumon with the rest of the
world, faces is the rising cost of living. The
commodities produced by this State stand
vut in very bad contrast with the imported
article in point of cost. 1 want to draw th:
attention of members to the comparative
costs of karri, jarrah and oregon. I have
here a price list showing the cost of timbers.
Lt has been issned by the State Sawmills. 1t
is a uniform priee list. I have no comment
to make upon that phase of the matter.

Hon, . Taylor: The State mills sell at
the same prices as other mills.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes, but I do not want
it to be thonght I am reflecting upon the cou-
duct of the State mills. I have nothing to
say against the conduct of those mills, either
from an industrial or from a commercial
standpoint. They are well conducted, and
their product is good. I am opposed to State
trading, but that has no connection with the
matter in hand. 1 want to give the com-
parative prices of karri, jarrah and ore-
gon. A 12 x 4 fliteh of karri 50ft. in length
costs 58s. 6d. per 1006 super feet and works
ont at £5 17s. for the flitch. Oregon, which
is easier to handle and cheaper to work, will
cost in a flitch of the same dimensions 33s.
per 100 feet, or £5 10s. for the fliteh, Yet
oregon carries a duty of 8s. per 100 super
feet.

Mr. Clydesdale: You are quoting an ex-
ceptional size.

My, SAMPSON: I will quote you ordin-
ary sizes presently. This is a large flitech of
timber, which would be used in the construe-
tion of a principal roof. I will give other
Bgures proving that this comparison is not
exeeptional, in so far as it shows that to use
our own timber imposes an obligation on our
patriotism. The duty chargeable on oregon
is 8s. per 100 super feet, and in addition
there ure freight, insurance, landing and
other charges to be met. Take a piece of
12 x 4 jarrah 35 feet in length. It is priced
at 95s. 9d. per 100 super feet or £3 18s. in
ail.

Mr.
size,

Mr. SAMPSON: Very well, I have the
price list here and I will read it out in a
moment.

Mr. Panton:
“Hausard.”

Mr. BAMPSON: For a piece of karri of
the same dimensions the price is £3 4s. 5d.
and for a piece of oregon £3 8s. 8d. There

Clydesdale: Again an exeeptional

Dor’t do that. Hand it to
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is a slight advantage in favour of karri, bat,
there is a big saving to be effected in labowr
costs by using oregon, which is very much
easier to work and to handle. Moreover, 1
understand that the breaking strain of
oregon stands out fairly well in comparison
with that of our own timbers.

Hon. J. H. Smith; Can you give the
breaking strain for karri of that size?

Mr. SAMPSOXN: No, not just now. Karri
has an advantege in price, but it has this
disadvantage, that usually it is delivered
unseasoned, and consequently nuts and bolts
have to be tightened up for some time after
the construction is complete. However, that
matter could be easily overcome. Bulb when
we realise that our own timber costs more
than iwmported timber, one can understand
why our timber industry is not prospering
as it should do. Now take a fliteh of 12 x 8
oregon 30 leet in length,

My, Clydesdale: How many 50-ft. lengths
are used ?

Mr. SAMPSON: That wonld cost £8 5s.
This is where karri has an increasing use,
namely, for roofs of a wide span,

Mr. Clydesdale: How many 50-ft, beams
vre useil!  Nothing but girders are now
used for sueh a span.

Mr, SAMP'SON: The gregon costs £8 Bs.
and karri of the same size £9 10s. 64. That
is a sad reflection on our hopes of doing
business. | can give all the figures that
wembers may desire, for they are all here.
Oregon in sizes up to 32 feet costs 45s. per
100 super fect, while karri up to 32 feet— -

Mr. Clydesdale: You are picking out
special sizes,

Mr. SAMPSON: I am merely trying to
pick out two of the same size.

Mr., Marshall : And when you have finished
picking, what are you going to prove?

Mr. SAMPSON: Where oregon costs 45s.,
49s. and 50s., karri costs 53s. and 58s. 6d.'
I have no desire {o deery our own timber.
I am endeavouring to point out that those
who are building are prejudiced against the
use of local timbers becaunse, in spite of
heavy duty and the high cost of freight, in-
surance and landing charges, the imported
article is the cheaper,

Mr. Clydesdale: How many pieces of the
sizes you have quoted would be used in
Perth in a year?

Mr. SAMPSON: I cannot answer that,
but these sizes are usually available in the
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various timber yards and they are gnoted in
the priec lists ixued by the various sawmillx,
I will quote you some other sizes if you
wish.

[ASSHMBLY.]

The Minister Lor Mines:
them us read.

Mr. SAMPSON:
twu sections—

No, we will take

Let me read out these

SELLING PRICE PER 100 FEET SUPER.

KARRBI—(Ex Metropoliton Yards).--

Ieupths np to—

25ft. 301t. 956t 401, 45ft. 501,
2xland 3 x1in. . /0
4x3,5x2 5x 3in. . 32/9 3570 230/3
5x4,8x2,0x3,6x¢e,7xY, 8x2 ¥x2in ... 35/8 3w/3 42/0 8/3 19/3 33/0
All g:ther Slm&s &.o l: x 4, Including 3 x 3, 4 x4, 38/0 42/3 46/ - 49/6 53/~ 53/8

X 5, 80 X
Over 12 x 4 up to 12 x 12, Including 7 x 7, 8 x 8, 42/9 48/~ 5100 b5/0 58/6 63/9
10 x 10, 31 x 11 and 12x lzln

6xltodx 1} 1o, ... o 35/6 5879 4273

3 x2 8x 1, 3x2and 4 x 2upto 15's, 30/=-;

Widths—Timber wider than 1Zin.

up to LBin. in width ond not more than

over 153 to 25's , 32/-.

6in. thick, 1/- per

100ft. auper, extra lor every inch extra.

Tlraber wider than 18in.,

speclal prices.

IMPORTED TIMLBERS (S0FTW0ODS).

Onecon, Merchantable—

Above slzes In lengtha—Up to 320t
831, to 40ft.
¢1ft. to 50M. ...

8izes undor 3ln. x 2in.—
2in. x ln. .. .

" "

" L)

2ln X 1}u.
2in, x 2in.
3im x 1lin.

in x 1jio.

Those ave all lirst-rate timhers; sceonds are
not quoted. The position is of sufficient im-
portance to warrant consideration. The ex-
isting cost of loeal timber adds materially to
the cost of building. It is n reflection on
Australiau industry that in spite of the duty
we have te pay on timber from the Unitedl
States, we cannot eompete with it in price.

~Mr. Wilson: Can you tell us the wage.
that are paid in the United States?

~Mr. SAMPSON: I am not (isenssing
wages, but nohody will question the high
standard of living thut obtains in the United
States.

~

Siﬁi.ig suspended from 6,13 to 7.30 pan.

‘Mr. SAMPSON: Unquestionahly karri is
a'magnificent timber, and its breaking strain
is far greater than that of oregon. Never-
theless, the figure: that have heen submitted
are not sulficiently attractive to encourame

6 x

0

6,
x 1§,

, 12 x 6ln.
12 x Liin,

45/- per 100 ‘eet super
8/~ .,
85/~ . "

8/6 per 100ft.
12/3
16/
12/3
18/, "

the use of the loenl timber to the extent we
would like it to be used. It is amazing thal
in spite of the loading of the cost of oregon
with the duty impost, cost of transport, etc.,
we cannot put up a better eomparison from
the ~tandpoint of price. If Australia is 1o
advance we ust reduce our eosts of pro-
duction, [ Dbelieve the Prime Minisier
reulises the need for that, and the feeling is
heroming general that we must get back to
carth. We have been living in an atmo-
sphere of artificinl prosperity.  We bave
been {iving on borrowed money and by the
distribution of hounties. If bounties are to
be dintributed, they ought to be distributed
to every imdustry, but in the final accoun:
the man on the land must pay because hi-
produet is the only vne for which there is a
market ontside Australia. The dependeuce
on  the diflerent Governments, universal
throughout Australia, is a fallacy and in the
long run must mean that we shall be unable
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tq.stand up ngainst the fierce competition
that all nations have to face. - The fact that
the Government are engaged in trading is a
bad thing, and I believe that local industry
would receive a fllip if the Government
withdrew from State trading. The develop-
ment and settlement of the North-West
might provide a solutivn of the problem of
employing our people. At present the
North-West presents more than a problen;
it is a menace. 1t is argned—and 1 do not
kuow that many wonld contradict the state-
ment—thal the development of the North-
West i= an Empire natter, but that territory
will only be developed if the people in West-
ern Australia continue to urge the import-
snee of its development and point out how
devilopmnent is practicable. In the light of
population we know that the North-West is
in u very hud way, The population is steadily
dwindling, and every year the position be-
comes worse. One thing which the North-
West can produee and for which the de-
mand throughout the world is increasing is
beef. The prevalence of foot-and-mouth
disea~¢ in so many countries is making it
estremely awkward for the London beef
market to securc adeguate supplies. I ven-
ture the opinion that we are not working
towards an end which is sound and logieal
if we do not make a serious effort to de-
velop this great empty country of ours.
Other nations of the world congested in
population natnrally look with longing eyes
upon this great empty land, From a Mel-
hourne authority I note that reeenily the
(fovernment of Japan fostered a projeet
to send 15,000 Japanese to the Amazon Val-
ley, Brazil. Opposition was offered from
the people of Brazil and the contingent was
reduced to 3,000, to the serions embarrass-
ment of the Japanese Oversens Emigration
Institute. To show that Japan is keen on
eolonisation schemes, the Brazil proposal
was being financed by Japanese capital, and
the emigrants were destined to becoroe inde-
pendent {armers. The Melbourne authority
says that here is a lesson for Australia. Evi-
dently overcrowding in Japan is becoming
serious; otherwise the statesmien and capi-
talists of that country would not be hack-
ing up emigration schemes. But eongestion
of population is. by no means peculiar fo
Japan. In every Continental country the
congestion is great. Practieally every
square inch of ecountry is utilised and it
is absolute truth to say that no avenue of
either primary or secondary indusiry is
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1:1.'1
negleeted.  The struggle for existence is
such that, in comparison with Australian
comuclifions, the position is guite diltienlt for
our people to understand. Meantime we
continue to hive in a fool's paradise. - We
view with complacency the empty spaces
uof the North and no earefully considered
scheme has been evolved for its utilisation.
I regret that the member for Gascoyne
{Mr. Angelo) is not with us to-night, but
i trust he will be back before this debate
is eoncluded. If he were here, he would
give us some valuable information and sug-
gestions bearing on the utilisation of that
great territory. To do anything worth
while will involve the expenditure of largze
sims of money, but the breeding of ecattle
is an industry that offers opportunity, and
it it were fully exploited greater attention
would be attracted to the North. To date
the voice of those who have spoken of the
need for developing and settling the North-
West has been as of one crying in the wil-
derness. The problem regnires prompt and
earnest consideration, and if that considera-
tion were given it, the result would be
greatly to the advantage of the Common-
wealth generally and certainly of this State.
It is not customary to conclude one's ve-
marks on the Address-in-reply by asking
& question, but on this oceasion I propose
as an innovation to end my remarks with
a question to the Minister for Labour. The
guestion is, “In view of the proved inci-
dence of the Workers’ Compensation Aect,
both in respect to cost and loss of toes
and other injuries, a proportion apparently
self-inflicted, is it the intention of the Gov-
ernment this session to bring down an
amending Bill¥”

The Premier: Are you giving notice of
that question?

Mr. SAMPSON: It is a question with-
out notice. It is disquieting that a Bill
hrought down with the best of intentions
should have proved such am incubus on
industry. It is an ineubus becanse in its
incidence it has the effect of discouragin.s
employment, and that is the last thing any-
one desires should happen. Measures in-
troduced here, it is hoped, will bhave the
effect of assisting industry, but this Bill, b~
its restrictive operations, has proved to be
a ereat detriment indeed.

MR, A WANSBROUGH (Albany)
[7.42]: While the Governor's Speech may
not have been very informative to members
of the House, I am satisfied that the infor-
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mation it contained was read with much
interest and appreciated by the general pub-
lic. It must be a comfort to taxpayers to
know that the Hnances of the State are in
a very satisfuctory condition, and that there
are many evidences of expanding investmert
throughout the Siate and of the confidence
of fnanecial and commercial institutions. It
was not to be expected that that statement
would be favourably received by members
of the Opposition. They would prefer the
taxpavers to helieve that such a satisfac-
tory position could not exist under Labour
regime. 1 regret that the wheat yield of
last season did not reach expectations, but
it is satisfactory that the present season
has opened so auspiciously and that the
prospect is for a good harvest. It is ex-
pected that the yield will be 45,000,000
bushels, and I sincerely hope that estimate
will be realised. It is gratifying that the
number of sheep continues to increase. The
inerease during last year was 546,336, and
we may all hope that the increase this year
will be even greater. It is a matter for
satisfaction that land settlement continues
its progress and that an extensive classifica-
tion of new country has been carried out.
I hope that policy will be continued.
I note from the Speech that several rail-
ways have been completed and handed over
to the working railways. With regard to
one in partieular, the Denmark-Frankland
River line, T wish to express my thanks
and those of my distriet for this extension,
I regret, however, that no provision was
made for the continmation of the railway
from Pemberton. We know it was not the
fault of this Chamber, but of another place,
that the Rill did not pass. I should also
like to impress upon the Premier the neeces-
sity for the further extension of the line
in the direction indicated. DP’erhaps during
the session he will bring down another Bill
to make it mandatory for the construection
of this extra piece of line. It is necessary
for the development of this great corner
of the South-West, that it should be linked
up with reilway communication. Other mat-
ters contained in the Speeeh will be of iu-
terest to taxpayers, such as electrieity sup-
ply, harbours, agricultural water supplies,
metropolitan water supplies, sewerage, road
construetion, forestry, dairying, ete. I am
sure that when the Speech has been read
by the general public, its contents will be
appreciated far more than has been shown
by some members of the House. This may
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be the last opportunity I shall have of
speaking on the Address-in-reply.

The Premier: Another swan song!

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH: 1 understand
that eiforts are to be made to dislodge me
by hook or by crook.

Mr. Latham: Let us hope it is by hook,
and not by erook.

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH: If the hon.
member would keep away, I think 1 should
be all right.

Mr. Davy: Stand as an Independent, and
you will be home and dry.

Mr. Kenneally: If the hon. member goes
to vour district, you will be all right.

Mr, A. WANSBROUGH: I do not know
so much about that.

The Premier: Cheer up’

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH: I am prepared
to fight the election, no matter who may
come along. There is another matter which
greatly affects my district, and about which
I hope something will very soon be done.
I refer particularly to the necessity for
the econtinuation of what is known as
Young’s drainage scheme. In that part of
my electorate, drainage is a matter of first
importance. While members on the cross
benches are continually pressing for water
supplies, we are desirous of getting rid of
surplus water. I wish to impress npon the
Minister for Country Water Supplies the
necessity for going on with this scheme.
We bave many thousands of aeres of land
lying idle which should be produacing pota-
toes and pastures. I do not know why the
scheme was stopped, and I hope the Min-
ister will heed my request and make every
effort to have it carried on. Another mat-
ter that concerns my electors is the silling
up of the King and Kalgan Rivers, eaused
by the floods of September, 1927, The
channel of the King River is silted up to
such an extent that the settlers cannot even
get a flat-bottomed boat along it. The re-
sult is that they cannot get their produce
ta market except by read at an additional
cost of Bs. per ton, This matter, too, re-
quires immediate attention at the hands of
the Minister. I very much regret that the
Railway Advisory Bosrd bave not pres-
ented their report upon the comprehensive
scheme of railways east of the (reat South-
ern. This report has been awaited with a
great deal of anxiety by the settlers eon-
cerned. I shall be pleased to have from
the Premier some idea of when this doem-
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went will be available. If it comes for-
ward this session, as I hope will be the
case, | trust mention will be made of the
Salt River district, the Ongerup-Needilup
distriet and the Pingrup-Majenta distriet.
The Railway Advisory Board are now mak-
ing investigations into that part of the
State. The settlers there are becoming un-
easy. Some of them are asked to cart their
produce between 30 and 40 miles, which is
far too great a distance. I am glad to learn
that the report on the 3,300 farms scheme
will soon he available. Tt is pleasing to
note that every avenue is being investigated
and I am sure that members will welcome
the presentation of the report. T was im-
terested in some remarks that were made
by the mewher for Katanning (Myr. Thom-
son) the other evening. He propounded a
scheme for railway communieation to pass
through the 3,500 farms area. He sug-
gested that the Great Western railway
should be diverted from Ealgoorlie, brought
down through Karlgarin and then on to
Perth through Brookton. T was led to be-
lieve that decentralisation was part of the
platform of the Country Party, but now
we have its leader urging a scheme for cen-
tralisation.

Mr. C. P. Wansbrough: He suggested a
good way of opening up the country.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: He proposed
to divert the trade from the port of Es-
perance and Albany to Fremantle,

The Premier: And leave it in the wil-
derness.

Mr. Latham: I always thought he was a
champion of Albany.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: He slipped on
that occasion. He went out of his way to
propound a totally different secheme, that
would take trade from those other perts.
1 hope the proposal will not be entertained,

Mr. Sampson: It would open up a lot
of new country.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: T know of a
much better way than that. My view of
the best way to serve this country by rail-
way communication is by means of a line
from Southern Cross to Salmon Gums, and
another from Southern Cross through Karl-
garin, Lake Grace, Lake Majenta and On-
gerup to Albany, coupling up with the Kat-
annipg-Pingrup line en route. Such a rail-
way wonld follow the contour of the coun-
try, and provide better grades, better haul-
age, and make for greater production. With
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regard to group settlement I am pleased 1o
note (hat the revaluation board has made
headway with its task. The figures so far
presented reveal an enormous expenditure,
and also an enormous writing-off. While
such tgures make bad reading, [ have suf-
ficient frith in the South-West to believe
that it will rise to the occasion, and that
the amount to be written off will not be
lost. I feel sure, too, that the scheme will,
in the near future, be held ap as an example
for other countries to follow. Many who
condemn the scheme will, I believe, live to
be sorry that they did not participate in it.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [7.55]: As
this is our Centenary year, it behoves mem-
bers to be more circumspect than uspal in
their remarks. It may happen that more
notice wilt be taken of their remarks on
the Address-in-reply on this occasion than
is usanlly evidenced. I intend to be muoch
shorter this session in the remarks I have
to make on the Address-in-reply, and to
confine myself to one or two subjects, I
first wish to speak about a matter to which
I have referred before. I will, however,
add something to what I have already put
forward; I refer to the question of railway
gauges. Sinee the motion was carried by
both Houses two or three years ago, a lot
of water has run under the bridge. The
Vigtorian Press have constantly urged the
question of converting the present gauge in
that State, and the “Big Four,” after au
examination of the position declared that
one of the primary troubles in Australia
was the gauge problem. Although every
person seems to subseribe to that view, no-
thing has actually been done to bring tn
fruition the needs of Australia in this direc-
tion. There has heen some tinkering with
the problem. Tt is true the Federal Gov-
ernment are, in a somewhat piecemeal fa-
shion, trying to do something towards the
realisalion of a standard gauge. There is
talk of altering the gauge between Sydnev
and Brisbane and of another piece of line
between Adelaide and Red Hill. The ques-
tion still remains to be decided, what is
the standard gauge to be. That is why T
desire to make some remarks on the matter
in this, onr Centenary vear.

The Minisber for Railways: That has
been decided. It is the stnndard gauge.

Mr. NORTH: I am going to make some
points to show that the matter is not yet
settled. Fvery Government T have yet
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heard discuss it, including the Goverment
of this State, has said that the standard
gauge is not practicable and does not pay.
1 understand that if our railways were run
on the stundard gauge they wounld not show
a profit. Of course they are not doing it
now, but they vould not be economiesally run
on the 4ft. Slein. gauge. That is all that
has been urged. In Queenslond it is said
that if the standurd gauge operated there,
they would have fewer miles of railway and
less traffic carried. All the railway com-
missioners in Australia, except the Federal
Conunissioner, are hostile to the eonversion
to the broad gauge, chiefly becaunse of the
cost. The ex-Commissivner of Railways,
Col. Pope, after his return from South
Africa, pointed out that the railways there,
operating on the narrow gauge in use in
Queensland and Western Australia, were
proving most sueeessful in  regard to
speed and in other directions. 1 under-
stand that the express from Capetown to
Jobannesburg runs at a higher ypeed than
any of the expresses in the Eastern States
on the broader gauge. Australia, as a coun-
try, cannot face the cost of the conversion
of our lines to the standard gauge, and the
next thing, therefore, is to alter the gauge
to one than ean be adopted and will be
economical to adopt. It is common know-
ledge that there are many more railways
in Australia running on the narrow gauge
than on any other. It is also well known
that the cost of conversiou of the existing
lines to the Western Australian gauge
would be far less than would be the
cost of conversion to the standard gauge,
which is nof in universal use in Australia.
1 contend, therefore, that a lot of the trou-
ble now holding back this country could
be overcome if all the States installed the
gauge that is in use in this State. The
money that would be spent in eonverting
the wide ganges in the twn States to our
gouge would be vervy mueh less than the
cost of eonverting the narrow gauge to the
standard gauge. If this were done the
prablem wounld he soived of giving Austra-
lia a uniform gange such as is in nse in
Sonth Africa, and would he solved at the
minimum pnssible eost. We know that the
aft. Gin. gaunge operates perfeetly satisfne-
torily, and that in  South Afrien with
heavier rails it gives all the service that is
required. South Afriea very much resem-
Wes Australin. Seeing that for the pur-
pose of practieal polities every State Gov-
erninent is averse to converting the narrower
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gauges to the broad gauge, I say the time
nus unw come when the matter should be
re-opened.  We caunot let it po  slidiug
alony, aud | think the ventenary year ix
one o which to take stock of the position.
There is no difference between our situation
i Australia on this question, which is iz-
nored year after vesr by each State Gov-
ermuent, und the position which would be
created it some invader eame to this coun-
try and ruptured our communieations in
six or eight places. The latter situation
could not be worse for us than the oue
which is created by the breaks of gauge now
existing. 1 repeat, it an invader broke up
our lines as they are now broken up by
differences of gauge, if the invader de-
stroyed sections of a hundred yards of our
lines every here and there, our situation
would not be worse than the one we are
in to-day. It may be, as the Minister for
Railways has told us to-night, that we have
a standard gauge; but it is purely a sort
of theoretical aspiration which will not be
attempted for perhaps 50 years. It may
be deseribed as an sbsolute farce. The
mere conversion of main lines, which means
the lines running through the capitals, i+
worse than useless. That has been shown
by ever hon., member who has spoken ou
the subject. Whenever the Country Party
discuss the question, they show themselves
ahsolutely terrified of the broad gauge push-
ing in amoug our lines, upsetting the hant

ing of goods and creating the very mixture
of gnuges that we wish to aveid in Austra-
lia gwenerally. Therefore [ seriously com-
mend to the (overnroent the suggestion that
il Austrnlia cannot to-day meet the cost of
converting to the so-called standard gauge,
the other thing should be done, and that
to slide back the transcontinental line to
Sft. Gin. would be a child’s problem com-
pared with the job we are now proposing
te tackle. The sarme remark applies to the
new line about to be opened from Kyogle
to Brisbane. That line eould be very sim-
ply converted from broad gauge to mar-
row, and it could be done very much more
rheapdy than the present scheme, which i

any case will not come about during
our lifetime. We have the experience
of  two other vcountries which have
overeowe the diffienlty. One is  the
T'nited State of Ameriea, where there
were six oauges in operation. The lines be-
ing in the hands of companies, and not of
(tovernments, the company directors met
round a table, with the result that within 12
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months they had made arrangements for the
conversion of 13,000 miles of railway. By
that means the States of the American
TUnion have ever since gone ahead as one
conutry. Tlcre is this big difference, that
whereas we have to-day only six breaks of
gauge, in the States there would have been
40 or 50 if they had continued as they were
doing, and the result would have been to
render communication absolutely impossible.
We must not go on like skulking fools de-
cade after decade, seeing our different State
lines extending on different gauges when
there are alternatives to the present scheme.
If it is absolufely impracticable to adopt the
4ft, 8lhin. gauge, as every Australian State
Commnissioner seems to say, let us get on with
the job that we can afford. If Africa ean
on the 3ft. Gin. gauge deal with her trans-
port and run passenger trains as fast as our
fastest passenger trains, what on earth is
the use of our wasting time by attempting
the impossible task of a conversion which
may require 50 or 75 years to achieved The
very suggestion of broad gange in Western
Australia is looked upon almost as a joke,
We are operating our railways efficiently. T
am told that the new Kalgoorlie express is
almost equal to the Federal line,

Mr. Lindsav: You have not travelled on
it, have you?

Mr. NORTH: No: but still there is the
fact that we have the Afriecan madel to go
on, and we are told that the Jobannesburg-
Capetown express is the equal of any train
in Australin. And the Johannesburg-Cape-
town express is run on our Western Austra-
lian gauge. On all sides we are told that
Western Australia is going to be one of the
great States of the Commonwealth. Agai -,
Queensland has the biggest mileage of rail-
ways tn Australin—more than New South
Wales and Vietoria put together. Queens-
land, with ourselves, holds the balance of
power as regards mileage open; and if the
other solution is beyond practical engineer-
ing, it is ap to us to make a move, to let our
Mimster for Railways and our State Com-
missioner get together and use the time when
a conference is on between the various
State Commissioners. Unfortunately, the
chances are fen to one that the conference,
#0 far as this subjeet is concerned, will end
with a pious resolution that unfortunately
the cost is bevond the resources of Austra-
lia to-day, and thus the reform is liable to
be shelved for another 50 years. Lef us
make a concrete proposal and ask Mr.
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Bruee’s Government to consider seriously
the question of shifting back the rails on the
broad gauge line, leaving the bridges and
tunnels in position. The rails could be
brought back to our gauge, which is econom-
ical. We shall never be a great country until
the gaunges are adjusted. It is not yet realised
what a tremendons trade seven or eight
millions of people can control and operate
it only they get together. Victoria and New
South Wales are sending us 10 willions an-
nually, and we are sending back only ome
million. It is possible in California to-day to
send a truck of tomatoes or other quickiy
grown produce right throngh to New York
in 2% days, thus eatching the markets, That
vircumstanee has had the effeet of opening
up an enormous internal trade in the United
States, and internal trade is just as effective
for wenlth production as oversea trade, In-
deed, the internal trade of the United States
of America is now enormously targer than
iheir trade with the rest of the world. If
the six million people of Australia could
only gef together on one gange, it would do
far more for them, for the promotion of im-
migration, and for the abolition of unemploy-
ment doring the next five or 10 vears than
anything else that eould be done. The bur-
den and legacy that we are handing down
to posterity in these mixed gauges is a far
hgger burden than any lump sam of mil-
lions of pounds whick would be needed to
do the job, If the job cannot he done on the
broad gauge, let it be done on our gauge.
Let it cost, if you like, from 35 to 40 mil-
lions sterling; that is a mere tithe of our war
deht. It is a definite sum. If the expendi-
ture is begun next yeer, it will hardly be
felt in 20 vears from now by reason of the
vonsequent enormous sway of prosperity in
Australia. Meantime the increase of mixed
gauges as the mileages of the various sys-
tems extend renders the task of conversion
more and more difficalt. Anyone who looks
at the map of Australia and sees the net-
work of lines in the Eastern States—this
does not apply here, 1 admit—must recog-
nise that whereas at present we have only
two or three breaks in existence, there are
potential breaks awaiting development, As

a result, such lines have mnot besn
extended or developed. I have been
told by a person entitled to speak
on the subjeet, the secretary of the

Pastoralists’ Assoeiation, that there were
enough sheep lost in New South Wales dor-
ing the drought of two or three years ago to
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yay the whole of the cost of this job. It it
had been done, he stated, the whole of those
valuable breeding ewes that were lost could
liave Lecn brought aeross to our waving pas-
tures and caved to MAustralia. I leave that
subject. trusting that, this heing the venten-
nary vear, some move may be made to deal
with the question. Now 1 come to a wore
loral matter, something offecting the liberty
of the subjeet, the report of the Dillon Com-
mission, 1 am sorry to see the Minister for
Justice is not in his seat at the wmoment,
though [ do not blame him for leaving the
Chamher when 1 am speakinz. The report
of the Dillon Commission shows clearly that
there was an irregularity. When there has
heen an irregularity in the adwinistration of
justice, the public are entitled to know tho
reason why the Government are not prepared
1o recompense the ecitizen for loss arising out
of that irregularity. In the Dillon case there
was a ¢lear instance of a mistake on the part
of the police. That mistake is, of course,
gnite exeusahle, because the powers of pro-
secution must always remain with the Police
Departinent. We all know the magnificent
record of our police in hringing offenders to
justice. ‘That has been illustrated only re-
cently, by the way. Of late years the poliee
have done execellent work, notably in the
case of the fellow who shot & man in the
afternoon and was caught on the Kalgoor-
lic express in the evening, But in the Dil-
lon case there was a clear irregularity on the
part of the magistrate in committing a
woman to a mental ward for a week befor:
she had a chance to open her month. That
admitted ir-ecnlarity Justifics, I consider, an
inruiry by the Government into the whole of
the proredure surrounding cases where
people are arrested and then, on
some evidenee or other. some tittle-iattle,
are clapped inte a montal ohservation ward.
This is not a political matter af all, but a
matter of procedure i1n regard to adminis-
tration of the law to protect private citizens.
I do hope the Government will make every
inguiry and see whether it is not possible to
tighten up the procedure so that in future
it will be impossible for private persons to
be arrested a< Mrs. Dillon was, brought be-
fore a magistrate, and whipped off to the
mental ward before she had an opportunity
to open ber mouth.

The Premier: Probably she is the firal
woman who ever got so far without opening
her mouth.
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Mr. NORTH: U the other hand, Mr-
Dillon is very good with her pen. In an;
vase | du not think the Government woul
he justitied on this oceasion, and quite apar
from ordinu:y instances of persons pro

wiented  and  found to  he innocent—
which must orenr huandreds of  time
in a year--in making eompensation t
Mrs. Dillon. When a citizen has a uniqu

grievance against the Government, when
Royal Commissioner has said that there ha
been a mistake on the part of the magistrate
surely the Government are entitled to repa;
the losses the family were put to. M«
Dillon bad to find hundreds of pounds fo
legal expenses; She had her children taker
away from her; her husband had to com«
down from Kalgoorlie and lose a Iuerative
appointment. Without creating any prece
dent, the Government counld easily reecom
pense Mrs. Dillon for the financial loss she
sustained while apparently an innocen
woman, The judge himself, sitting as
Royal Commissioner, has said that she is ar
innocent woman. The next subject I wani
to refer to is Claremont-Cottesloe sewerage
1 do npot like talking about the subject, be.
canse I have had so much to say about it
belore. It i~ becoming monotenons to have
to mention it in this House, but hon. mem-
bers are awarc that unless local guestions
are dealt with, even if only shortly, on these
occasions by members of the Oppostion, local
people are apt to think that their interests
are being uegzlected. Hon. members ave
aware that in regard to these matters more
wourk isz done outside with the departments
than in this Chamber. I will put the case
very shortly, as the Minister knows it well.
Claremont and Cottesloe interested them-
selves in an Aet passed by the present Gov-
erument enabling the installation of loeal
seweragze in each house, similar to the sys.
tem ndopted in country hotels, the cost bein;x
from £23 to £30 per house. The Aet in
fquestion lias heen very largely availed of in
Claremont and Cottesloe.  Not only is it
being operated, but loeal bodies have zent
ouf hundreds of notices to householders to
get on with the job of putting in these little
tanks and cheap sewerage systems. That
was all very well. They arcted in good faith
in accordance with the provisions of an Aci
of Parliament that we passed quite recently.

That work was started and econside
ahle progress hast been made. T wonld
point out that this question iz apt
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i paroehial one in lhe sense that a deep
sewcrage scheme for the distriet would mean
an expenditure of about £750,000. That
money would have to be taken from loans
hortowed through the Federal T.oan Coun-
eil. Therefore, it becomes a State matter,
After the local bodies had made all their
plans and had put the work in hand, the
Minister for Works announced the draft of
& hnge sewerage scheme, That was about
stx or eight months ago. In the face of the
information he published in the Press, both
the loeal aunthorities concerned stopped the
construction of the loeal septie tank scheme,
and the people generally were in doubt as
to whether they were to have the benefit of
the small local scheme or the big deep sewer-
age scheme. Work was held up, plembers
counld not get on with the job, and every-
thing has been in a general muddle. The
people want to know something that T am
afraid the Minister will find it bard to
answer. They want to know whether the
Minister intends to give Claremont and
Cottesloe o deep sewerage svstem. The ad-
vice T have given them from public plat-
forms, and I think the House will agree with
me, has been to stop their local operaions
right away if the intention of the Ministry
iz to spend £500,000 in the course of the
next two years in putting in 8 sewerage sys-
tem in the district.  Although we wonld
weleome the econstruction of a hig scheme
like that, we cannot overlook the fact tha
such a large sum of money could perhaps
be better spent in other parts of the State
for the time being, and that the residents
of (laremont and Cottesloe would be well
content to jog along with their £30 septic
tank jobs for the next decade or so. In these
days we hear so much of money being re-
yuired for urgent public works here and there
thronghoul the State—and the Premier wiil
probably not be able to get within a million
pounds of his loan requirements when he
seeks to get the authority of the Federal
Loan Council for further borrowings—that
it makes us wonder whether the money in-
volved in the scheme outlined by the Min-
ister for Works could not be put to better
nse for the time being. However, it is es-
sential that we should know the intentions
of the Government regarding the septic
tank or sewerage scheme for Claremont and
Cottesloe at the earliest possible moment.
If the Premier were to tell us that the
money ¢ould be better spent in other direc-
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tions, that would be good enough for me
because I am convinced the septic tank sys-
tem the local authorities have been instal-
ling will do very well for the mnext ten
years, That would enable the money in-
volved in the scheme suggested by the Min-
ister for Works to be utilised npon what
are probably mmuch ore important national
works. If £100,000 is advanced for work
in the metropolitan district, it obviously
weans that zo much money is withheld from
expenditure in other parts of the State
where ureater good would result, although
the expenditure of the money in the city
would probably show a very good return.
However, my personal view is that it is
much better to set aside the larger peheme
indicated by the Minister and to allow the
local authorities to go on with their septic
tank installations, thus making available the
money that would be involved in the deep
sewerage schewe for use in other parts of
the State. At the same time I will not ad-
vance my personal views in antagonism to
the department if the department consider
that they can get on with the job and that
the £500,000 should be spent in my elec-
torate.

The Premier: In any case it would be a
long time before that could be done.

Mr, NORTH: I think so. The Mayors of
both Claremont and Cottesloe have with-
held tke sending out of notices to the resi-
dents pending some further information
about this matter. Had they not done so,
the work of installing septic tanks in half
the district would have been completed by
now. The scheme outlined by the Miniater
for Works was an interesting one and
dounbtless will be carried out in the comrze
of years. We could get on with the smaller
job if we were told that the big deep sewer-
age scheme will not be installed within the
next ten years. If we could get that an-
nouncement, all wonld be plain sailing and
the public of Claremont and Cottesloe
would be willing to have the larger som
of money involved spent in some more ad-
vantageous direction, knowing how hard it
is to get money now. There are but one or
two other matters to whick I desire to refer.
One is, in a sense, an extension of the
motion that we agreed to last session re-
garding our food supplies. I note that the
Edueation Department has seen fit to issue
a most illuminating and valuable book, the
objeet of which is to teach Western Aus-
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tralian children how to live and what to
eat. Thatis a great trinmph for Western
Australia. Although I de not elaim that the
beok Was issued as a result of the passing
of fhe motion I moved last year, I am glad
to krow a book has been published that
eontains much of the information I sought
to ohtain as the result of that motion and
that the book has been made available to
the ehildren. I trust that every child will
be taught each week in regard to the eon-
tent= of this little red book, which is a
mine of information. It would well repay
any hon. member to peruse its pages. It
is certainly a triumph for the Edwmeation
epartment and whoever is responsible for
its produetion should receive our highest
praise. It would be a good thing if the
Government were to provide a eopy of that
book in this Chamber for the information
of hon. members. Another interesting mal-
ter arising from the same motion has come
under my notice during the recess. In the
course of my inquiries regarding dietetics
I eame across eertain information that had
been made available by Professor Plymusoll
who is regarded as an expert in dietetic re-
search, The information represented the
iden] diet as arrived at by experts with
their test tubes and so forth. Certainly
these people have never been in Western
Australia. To find out how our position
enmpared with the suggestions of those ex-
perts, I took the total tonnages of food nsed
hy our 400,000 odd people in West-
ern Australia and ealenlated the quan-
tities consumed of flour, meat, milk
and so on. To my intenze surprise I found
that the people of Western Australia, almost
to a third of an onnece, were enjoving the
ideal diet sugested by the experts on the
other side of the world.

The Premier: We just hit on it acei-
dentally?

Mr. NORTH: Yes. It showed that the
peaple of Western Australia who bave led
the world in physique and in other diree-
tions, without any sperial knowledge or th-
nge of test tubes plonked right on to the
jdea! diet. TFor instance, the ideal diet in-
eludes half a pint of milk per head per
day. That is what the penple of Western
Australia average per day. Then again the
ideal meat and cheese diet is said to be five
onnces .of meat and two ounces of cheese.
Weétern Australians serap the cheese and
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have fruin seven to eight vuuces of meat per
head per day.

The Premier: But that is not as good
a diet us the lesser amouut of meat, is it!

Mr. NORTH: I do not know. The total
quantity of the ideal diet is seven ounces
and our meat diet totals eight ouneces, so
that I do not know that it can make much
difference. Then again, the experts lump
all starehy foods under the heading of flour
and give the ideal diet at a pound weight
per day. The Western Australian diet
under that heading works out at one pound
per day. The ideal diet of sugar amounts
to two ounces, whereas Western Australians
consume four ounces of sugar per head per
day. They are a bit hot on sugar; perhaps
that is why our teeth are so bad! The
only other interesting item relates to pota-
toes. The idenl diet is three ounces, where-
as we use five ounces; perhaps that is
merely the difference between a smal! spud
and a large one. These disclosures, how-
ever, show that we do not require to make
many inquiries regarding the people’s food
supplies in Western Australia, It is not be-
eause of the quantity of the people’s diet that
our hospitals are full The investigations I
made disclose that the people’s diet here is
almost an ideal one. I shall not detain the
House any longer. I trust we shall have
a bumper season and I do hope that the
Government will be able to look into the
yuestion 1 raised regarding the conversion
ot the railways in the Kastern States to a
gauge similar to that of the Western Aus-
tralian railways, if it is not possible for
us to convert our railways to fit in with
their pange. We want the country to be
linked up as one unit by means of a uni-
form gauge, and 1 trust that inguiries will
he made with that end in view.

On motion by Mr. Marshall, debute ad-
Jinurned.

House adjourned nt ~27 p.m.




